Drive Costs Down With Interstate Competition

A state-regulated national market for health
insurance means more competition, more choice, and
lower costs. Families — as well as fraternal societies,
churches and community groups, and small employ-
ers — should be able to purchase policies across state
lines. The best practices and lowest prices should be
available in every state. We call upon state legislators
to carefully consider the cost of medical mandates,
and we salute those Republican governors who are
leading the way in demonstrating ways to provide
affordable health care options.

Modernize Long-Term Care Options for All

The financial burdens and emotional challenges
of ensuring adequate care for elderly family mem-
bers affect every American, especially with today’s
aging population. We must develop new ways to
support individuals, not just institutions, so that
older Americans can have a real choice whether to
stay in their homes. This is true not only with regard
to Medicaid, where we spend $100 billion annually
on long-term care, but also for those who do not
qualify for that assistance.

Encourage Primary Care as a Specialty

We believe in the importance of primary care
specialties and supporting the physician’s role in the
evaluation and management of disease. We also
encourage practice in rural and underserved areas of
America.

Funding Medical Research

We support federal investment in basic and
applied biomedical research. This commitment will
maintain America’s global competitiveness, advance

innovative science that can lead to medical
breakthroughs, and turn the tide against diseases
affecting millions of Americans — diseases that
account for the majority of our health care costs.
The United States leads in this research, as evidenced
by our growing biotechnology industry, but
foreign competition is increasing. One way govern-
ment can help preserve the promise of American
innovation is to ensure that our intellectual property
laws remain robust.

Federal research dollars should be spent as
though lives are at stake — because, in fact, they are.
Research protocols must consider the special needs
of formerly neglected groups if we are to make sig-
nificant progress against breast and prostate cancer,
diabetes, and other killers.

Taxpayer-funded medical research must be
based on sound science, with a focus on both
prevention and treatment, and in accordance with
the humane ethics of the Hippocratic Oath. In
that regard, we call for a major expansion of
support for the stem-cell research that now shows
amazing promise and offers the greatest hope for
scores of diseases — with adult stem cells, umbilical
cord blood, and cells reprogrammed into pluripotent
stem cells — without the destruction of embryonic
human life. We call for a ban on human cloning and
a ban on the creation of or experimentation on
human embryos for research purposes.

We believe medicines and treatments should be
designed to prolong and enhance life, not destroy it.
Therefore, federal funds should not be used for drugs
that cause the destruction of human life.
Furthermore, the Drug Enforcement Administration
ban on use of controlled substances for physician-
assisted suicide should be restored.

« 40



Protecting Rights of Conscience

The health care profession can be both a profes-
sion and a calling. No health care professional —
doctor, nurse, or pharmacist — or organization
should ever be required to perform, provide for, or
refer for a health care service against their conscience
for any reason. This is especially true of the religious
organizations which deliver a major portion of
America’s health care, a service rooted in the charity
of faith communities.

Medicare

We support the provision of quality and accessi-
ble health care options for
our nation’s seniors and
disabled individuals and

recognize that in order to

We want all Americans to be able to

meet this goal we must
confront the special chal-
lenges posed by the growth
of Medicare costs. Its pro-
jected growth is out of con-
trol and threatens to
squeeze out other pro-
grams, while funding con-
straints lead to restricted
access to treatment for
many seniors. There are

solutions. Medicare can be

a leader for the rest of our health care system by
encouraging treatment of the whole patient.
Specifically, we should compensate doctors who
coordinate care, especially for those with multiple
chronic conditions, and eliminate waste and
inefficiency. Medicare patients must have more con-
trol of their care and choice regarding their doctors,

choose the best health care provider,

hospital, and health coverage for their

needs. We believe that real reform is
about improving your access

to a health care provider, your control
over care, and your ability to

afford that care.

o

and the benefits of competition must be delivered to
the patients themselves if Medicare is to provide
quality health care. And Medicare patients must be
free to add their own funds, if they choose, to any
government benefits, to be assured of unrationed
care.

Finally, because it is isolated from the free mar-
ket forces that encourage innovation, competition,
affordability, and expansion of options, Medicare is
especially susceptible to fraud and abuse. The pro-
gram loses tens of billions of dollars annually in erro-
neous and fraudulent payments. We are determined
to root out the fraud and eliminate this assault on
the taxpayer.

Medicaid

Our Medicaid obliga-
tions will consume $5 tril-
lion over the next ten years.
Medicaid now accounts
for 20-25 percent of state
budgets and threatens to
overwhelm state govern-
ments for the indefinite
We can do better
while spending less. A first

future.

step is to give Medicaid
recipients more health care
options. Several states have
allowed beneficiaries to buy regular health insurance
with their Medicaid dollars.
Medicaid “stamp” from people’s foreheads, provides

This removes the

beneficiaries with better access to doctors, and saves
taxpayers’ money. We must ensure that taxpayer
money is focused on caring for US. citizens and
other individuals in our country legally.

. 41



