intolerance. As a matter of principle, Republicans
oppose any attempts to create race-based governments within the United States, as well as any
domestic governments not bound by the
Constitution or the Bill of Rights.
Precisely because we oppose discrimination, we
reject preferences, quotas, and set-asides, whether in
education or in corporate boardrooms. The government should not make contracts on this basis, and
neither should corporations. We support efforts to
help low-income individuals get a fair shot based on
their potential and merit, and we affirm the commonsense approach of the Chief Justice of the United
States: that the way to stop discriminating on the
basis of race is to stop discriminating.

Protecting Our National Symbols
The symbol of our unity, to which we all pledge
allegiance, is the flag. By whatever legislative
method is most feasible, Old Glory should be given
legal protection against desecration. We condemn
decisions by activist judges to deny children the
opportunity to say the Pledge of Allegiance in public
school.

Freedom of Speech and of the Press
We support freedom of speech and freedom of
the press and oppose attempts to violate or weaken
those rights, such as reinstatement of the so-called
Fairness Doctrine.

Maintaining The Sanctity and
Dignity of Human Life
Faithful to the first guarantee of the Declaration
of Independence, we assert the inherent dignity and
sanctity of all human life and affirm that the unborn

child has a fundamental individual right to life which
cannot be infringed. We support a human life
amendment to the Constitution, and we endorse legislation to make clear that the Fourteenth
Amendments protections apply to unborn children.
We oppose using public revenues to promote or perform abortion and will not fund organizations which
advocate it. We support the appointment of judges
who respect traditional family values and the sanctity and dignity of innocent human life.
We have made progress. The Supreme Court
has upheld prohibitions against the barbaric practice
of partial-birth abortion. States are now permitted to
extend health-care coverage to children before birth.
And the Born Alive Infants Protection Act has
become law; this law ensures that infants who are
born alive during an abortion receive all treatment
and care that is provided to all newborn infants and
are not neglected and left to die. We must protect
girls from exploitation and statutory rape through a
parental notification requirement. We all have a
moral obligation to assist, not to penalize, women
struggling with the challenges of an unplanned pregnancy. At its core, abortion is a fundamental assault
on the sanctity of innocent human life. Women
deserve better than abortion. Every effort should be
made to work with women considering abortion to
enable and empower them to choose life. We salute
those who provide them alternatives, including pregnancy care centers, and we take pride in the tremendous increase in adoptions that has followed
Republican legislative initiatives.
Respect for life requires efforts to include
persons with disabilities in education, employment, the justice system, and civic participation. In
keeping with that commitment, we oppose the nonconsensual withholding of care or treatment from
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people with disabilities, as well as the elderly and
infirm, just as we oppose euthanasia and assisted suicide, which endanger especially those on the margins
of society. Because government should set a positive
standard in hiring and contracting for the services of
persons with disabilities, we need to update the
statutory authority for the AbilityOne program, the
main avenue by which those productive members of
our society can offer high quality services at the best
possible value.

salute and support the efforts of foster and adoptive
families.
Republicans have been at the forefront of protecting traditional marriage laws, both in the states
and in Congress. A Republican Congress enacted the
Defense of M arriage Act, affirming the right of states
not to recognize same-sex marriages licensed in
other states. Unbelievably, the Democratic Party has
now pledged to repeal the Defense of M arriage Act,
which would subject every state to the redefinition of
marriage by a judge without ever allowing the peoPreserv ing Traditional Marriage
ple to vote on the matter. We also urge Congress to
use its Article III, Section 2power to prevent activist
Because our childrens future is best preserved
federal judges from imposing upon the rest of the
within the traditional understanding of marriage, we
nation the judicial activism in M assachusetts and
call for a constitutional amendment that fully proCalifornia. We also encourtects marriage as a union of
At its core, abortion is a fundamental
age states to review their
a man and a woman, so that
marriage and divorce laws in
assault on the sanctity of innocent
judges cannot make other
order
to strengthen mararrangements equivalent to
human life. Women deserve better than
riage.
it. In the absence of a
abortion. Every effort should be made to
As the family is our
national amendment, we
basic
unit of society, we
work with women considering abortion to
support the right of the peooppose initiatives to erode
ple of the various states to
enable and empower them to choose life
parental rights.
affirm traditional marriage

Kk

through state initiatives.
Republicans recognize
the importance of having in the home a father and a
mother who are married. The two-parent family still
provides the best environment of stability, discipline,
responsibility, and character. Children in homes
without fathers are more likely to commit a crime,
drop out of school, become violent, become teen parents, use illegal drugs, become mired in poverty, or
have emotional or behavioral problems. We support
the courageous efforts of single-parent families to
provide a stable home for their children. Children
are our nations most precious resource. We also

Safeguarding R eligious
Liberties

Our Constitution guarantees the free exercise of
religion and forbids any religious test for public
office, and it likewise prohibits the establishment of a
state-sponsored creed. The balance between those
two ideals has been distorted by judicial rulings
which attempt to drive faith out of the public arena.
The public display of the Ten Commandments does
not violate the U.S. Constitution and accurately
reflects the Judeo-Christian heritage of our country.
We support the right of students to engage in stu-
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